Sociopsychological factors in women with chronic pelvic pain with and without pelvic venous congestion.
Social and psychological factors have long been proposed as being of importance in a sizeable subgroup of women complaining of unexplained chronic pelvic pain (CPP). The aim of this study was to examine this in two subgroups of CPP patients, thereby eliminating pain alone as the determining variable. Consecutive attenders at a clinic for CPP were assessed on a range of somatic, historical, social, and psychological variables using detailed interviews and questionnaires. They were subsequently allocated to one of two groups, based on the presence or absence of pelvic venous congestion (PVC). Significant associations emerged between some social arrangements, paternal parenting, and patterns of hostility in the group with pelvic venous congestion. The groups also differed in patterns of family illness, and the congested group tended to report more childhood sexual abuse (CSA). Clear case definition in CPP is important. In the subgroup with pelvic venous congestion early social experience may play an important role. Father-daughter relationships may be particularly relevant. Hostility patterns may influence the development of the condition. CSA does not appear to play a specific role in all unexplained CPP cases, but may have relevance for the subgroup with pelvic venous congestion.